
Topics in Culture and Society: Guy Debord and the International Situationiste. This course 
offers a sustained engagement with the radical social analysis of Guy Debord and the 
International Situationists. Debord, who identified himself a strategist at war with the society he 
saw emerging in the late fifties and early sixties, worked in various domains and genres in an 
effort to provoke a realization and supersession of that society. We read his major works as 
well as major contributions to the development or comprehension of his analysis by 
other situationists, including Vaneigem, Vienet, and Becker-Ho, and we study most if not all 
of Debord’s films. We also examine scholarly analyses of Debord’s theoretical work by critics 
such as Jappe, Agamben, and Plant. Our aim is to understanding of Debord’s social analysis in 
its socio-historical context in order to begin assessing its relevance to our own society, which 
Agamben has argued remains the ‘society of the spectacle.’
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In the opening decades of the twentieth century, Henri Bergson was the most famous philosopher in the 
world. Although his early writings focused on debates about number (he was trained as a mathema-
tician), space, and above all time, he later turned to such topics as evolution and the nature of life. His 
key terms were interpreted in wildly conflicting ways by different readers and rapidly became a central 
reference for not only philosophers, artists, and literary writers, but for many political thinkers as well.

This course explores the connections between Bergson as a philosopher of time, space, and life to some 
of the diverse Bergsonisms that evoked his philosophy to justify and energize their aesthetic and polit-
ical agendas during the modernist period. After an introduction to Bergson’s philosophical writings, we 
will concentrate on their uses in three different historical contexts: Parisian modernism of the interwar 
period (with a special emphasis on right-wing uses of Bergson); Japanese philosophy and cultural crit-
icism from the same period; and writers associated with the négritude movement, from the late 1930s 
into the period of decolonization. Writers from the period may include Walter Benjamin, Wyndham Lew-
is, Nishida Kitaro, Kobayashi Hideo, Marcel Proust, Georges Sorel, and Léopold Senghor. Recent criticism 
may include Jimena Canales, Bachir Diagne, Mary Ann Doane, Donna Jones, and Stefan Tanaka. 
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